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Lesson 1b

The Uniqueness of the Bible

FAITH BUILDERS

Some of the questions and comments Pastor Hein raised in Lesson 1 are worth a
more in-depth look, and that is the purpose of this supplemental lesson to Lesson 1.
On page 2 of Lesson 1, questions 6 & 7 touch upon a topic that really separates the
Bible from all other works of antiquity and all other writings of different religious
beliefs.
Question 6 asks, “According to the underlined portions of those passages what
must we say about the Scripture?” and the answer was that it’s the truth.
Question 7 asks, “Since that is the case, which of the following could the Bible
contain—lies, contradictions, or mistakes?”
In many ways, the Bible is unique among all literary works throughout world
history. Consider this quote:
The unity and continuity of the Bible, its circulation, the history of its translation, its
preservation, its accuracy of prophecy, and in particular its impact and power in
human hearts and lives all bear witness to one great truth: the Bible is UNIQUE and
UNPARALLELED in the history of writing. This fact, worthy of more indepth
study, is stated to demonstrate that a trust in what the Bible says is not irrational or
the result of any “blind faith.” Christian faith is based on fact.
In this lesson, we are going to take a more in-depth at each of the italicized portions
of this quote as we find out just how unique the Bible is.

THE UNITY AND CONTINUITY OF THE BIBLE
“A representative of the Great Books of the Western World came to my house
recruiting salesmen for their series. He spread out the chart of the Great Books of the
Western World series. He spent five minutes talking to us about the Great Books of
the Western World series and we spent an hour and a half talking to him about the
Greatest Book.
I challenged him to take just 10 of the authors, all from one walk of life, one
generation, one place, one time, one mood, one continent, one language and just one
controversial subject (the Bible speaks on hundreds with harmony and agreement).
Then I asked him: “Would they (the authors) agree?” He paused and then replied,
“No!” “What would you have?” I retorted. Immediately he said, “A
conglomeration.”
The Bible is a book that is…
1. Written over a 1,600 year span
2. Written over 60 generations
3. Written by 40 plus authors from every walk of life including kings, peasants,
philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars, etc.:
4. Written in different places
5. Written at different times:
6. Written during different moods:
7. Written on three continents:
8. Written in three languages:
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Is there a more plausible explanation than that this came about by a divine plan?

THE BIBLE’S CIRCULATION AND THE HISTORY OF ITS
TRANSLATION
No other piece of literature comes close to rivaling the Bible in its circulation and translation. As of 2017, the
complete Bible has been translated into 670 languages (Wycliffe Global Alliance), with the New Testament
available in 1,521 languages.

If we start with the assumption that God loves us and desires to be in a relationship with us, then it would
make sense that he is going to ensure that his Word is widely communicated, and we even could say the most
widely communicated.

THE BIBLE’S PRESERVATION
None of the differences in New Testament manuscripts affects one doctrine that hasn’t been clearly settled by
the rest of Scripture.
Of the 200,000 – 400,000 textual variants in the New Testament, the overwhelming majority of differences
boil down to spelling mistakes and the addition/omission of a definite article (the), which are easily reconciled
when compared to other manuscripts.
Scholars across the theological spectrum say that in all essentials—not in every particular, but in all
essentials—our New Testament manuscripts go back to the originals.
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This, in and of itself, does not prove divine authorship. It does, however, prove a faithful transmission. And
if God wants his world shared with the world, it’s reasonable to presume that he would make sure his word is
well-preserved.

THE BIBLE’S ACCURACY OF PROPHECY
This one truly makes the Bible unique among all other literary works and does more to make its case for
divine authorship than pretty much anything else.
The Bible’s prophecies are always very specific in their detail.
The probability of just eight prophecies being fulfilled is one chance in one hundred million billion. That
number is millions of times greater than the total number of people who’ve ever walked the planet. He
calculated that if you took this number of silver dollars, they would cover the state of Texas to a depth of two
feet. If you marked one silver dollar among them and then had a blindfolded person wander the whole state
and bend down to pick up one coin, what would be the odds he’d choose the one that had been marked?
There are no less than 48 specific prophecies about the person and work of the Messiah in the Old Testament,
all of which were fulfilled by Jesus.
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